
c
>INBOUND
 

Kashmir Houseboats

an E,ndangered Species
 
Family-owned houseboats on Kashmir's 
Dal and Nagin lakes may finally be forced 
to shut down their struggling businesses. 
Pollution from untreated sewage is increas
ing in the Jakes of Srinagar, Kashmir
Jammu's summer-time capital, and the local 
high court blames the houseboats. 

The government recently issued a ban 
saying the vessels would be grounded 
unless they install sewage treatment sys
tems within 90 days. 

While political unrest in the l'l'gion has 
taken a serious toll on tourism, the ornate 
wooden houseboats have been popular 
with tourists and are a much-needed source 
of income for Kashmiri families. 

The president of the Kashmir Chambers 
of Industry and Commerce, Mubin Shah, 
told the BBC that installing the sewage 
systems would cost between USD $5,000 
and $10,000. 

Mohammed Azam Tuman, president 
of the Houseboats and Shikara Owners 
Association told the Guardian, "Our boats 
may look like Mughal palaces on water, 
but we've been living under the poverty 
line ... The government should pay for the 
sewage treatment units, or it should put 
all the 850 bouseboats together and blow 
them up with one big bomb." 

Thumb-Typing is Good For You
 
Ghana's drug safety will soon be in local hands, thanks 
to a n w programme that allows consumers to identify 
counterfe.it medicines simply by sending a text message to 
the manufacturer. 

The World Health Organization estimates that in develop
ing countries, 10 to 30 percent of pharmaceuticals are fake. 
This contributes to growing drug resistance, which can leave 
populations even more vulnerable to epidemics. Budget and 
long-haul travellers are also at risk when they try to save 
money by buying antimalarials and other drugs locally. 

In response, mPedigree, a technology company, has 
developed a system that allows consumers to send the code 
on the drug's package as a text message and within seconds 
receive a response confirming the authenticity of the drug. 

The service is free and even works on cell phones that 
have run out of airtime. 
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Family planning for Canadian expatriates Gl 
may now include a ticket back to Canada. r= 

r 
Under changes to the Citizenship Act 

thilt took effect in April 2009, Canadian 
expatriates will not be able to pass on their 
citizenship to grandchildren born outside 
of Canada. For example, if a Canadian 
couple has a daughter while working in 
Japan, she will automatically be Canadian. 
But, if she happens to be outside of Canada 
when she gives birth to a son, he may not 
be considered Canadian. She would have to 
move back to Canada, the.n sponsor him to 
immigrate. 

Canada's approach, according to the 
government, is to target people who have 
Canadian citizenship <Jnd pass it on to 
their children abroad for many genera
tions. In contr<Jst, citizenship rules for other 
countries, like Australia and the United 
States, require that one parent to live in 
the country for a cert<Jin period of time in 
order to pass on their citizenship. For more 
information, visit cic.gc.ca/ english/ citizen
ship/rules.asp. 

Censorship or
 
Peacemaking?
 
Sierra Leone is taking some controversial 
steps in its attempts to avoid the kind of 
hate radio that played a role in Rwanda's 
genocide. In March, after violent clashes in 
Freetown and on the eastern border, Vice 
President Samuel Sam-Sumana suspended 
the operations of two radio stations: Rising 
Sun FM, owned by the ruling All People's 
Congress (APe), and Radio Unity, owned by 
rival party the Sierra Leone People's Party 
(SLPP). 

George Thomas, a polibcal <Jnalyst, told 
the In tel' Press Serv ice, "There is no doubt 
that they are calling their supporters to arms 
<Jnd are helping to split the country apart." 

The Sierra Leone Association of 
Journalists, howeve.r, is unhappy with the 
ban because they believe it wasn't the vice 
pr~'sident's place to issue it. According to 
them, the Independent Media Commission 
(IMC) should have made a decision after con
ducting a thorough investigation. 

In the wake of the 1991 to 2002 civil war 
tbat claimed tens of thousands of lives, the 
stakes arc high in Sierra Leone. 

Read more about the role of media in 
Rwanda's genocide and recovery in the 
Winter 2009 issue of Vage. 
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