
Don't Bring Bags to Delhi
 
On Jan. 10, India's capital declared a ban (In 
plastic bags in the city. According to the official 
statement, "use, storage and sale" of plastic 
bags can result in up to five years of imprison
ment and a fine of one lakh rupees (approxi
mately CAD$2,SOO). The initial plan was to 
ban bags more than 40 microns thick but due 
to the difficulty in measuring this accurately, a 

complete ban was introduced. The intention is 
to reduce polythene pollution, which is block
ing drains and spreading malaria. 

Store owners in New Delhi arc displeas 'd 
because bags made of cloth, jute and recycled 
paper-the suggested alternatives-are more 
expensive than plastic bags. In addition, the 

plastic manufacturers' association h,ls thr at
ened to bring the case to the Supreme Court. 

Countries like Bhutan, Bangladesh and 
Rwanda have already enacted similar bans. 

Democracy Leaves 100 Jobless
 
Located 40 kilometres off the coast of France, 
the car-free island of Sark ended centuries of 
feudalism by holding its first democratic elec
tion last December. Change was expected, but 
residents were taken aback when 100 of them 
suddenly became unemployed. Twin business 
tycoons with a number of enterprises on the 
island decided to layoff employees when their 
favoured candidates lost. 

Sir David and Sir Frederick Barclay, who 
own the nearby island of Brecqhou, had 
warned residents that they would withdraw 
economic support if their candidates did not 
win seats in the election. The Barclays, who 
also own Britain's Dailtf Telegraph newspaper, 
proposed a rapid development of the island, 

Mexican Gum Goes Organ,ic
 
Mexicans discovered chicle, 
a sap chewed by ancient 
Mayans to clean their teeth. 
Then commercialization 
brought synthetic chew
ing gums, which are non

~ biodegradable. In February, 
--~--./ Mexico City began a cam

paign to get rid of the stuff, 
after disclosing that an average square metre of 
the nation's capital has about 70 gobs stuck to it. 

While the city is asking its residents to 
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including the construction of roads to bring in 
c<ll's. Only two of the nine candidates backed 
by the Barclays won seats. 

Barclay supporters say the twins have 
helped the local economy 'lnd fought against 
corruption. 

The livelihood of a large portion of the 
island's 600 residents was jeopardized when 
the twins laid off over half of the 140 employ
ees working at their two hotels, a cafe and 
various shops right before the Christmas sea
son. The Barclays' lawyer says the businesses 
are likely to reopen this spring. 

For more on Sark, sec the "Destination: Car
Free Islands" section in the Winter 2009 issue 
of Verge. 

swallow their gum, c!lic/era, in the southern 
part of Mexico's Yucatan peninsula, have a 
more organic alternative. Cllicza, made from 
Chico,apote trees, is a new biodegradable gum. 

The chiclero, usc the traditional means of 
extraction by making cuts along the tree bark 
and letting the sap flow into a container at 
the bottom. The chicle then goes through a 
processes of filtration, homogenization, boil
ing, settling and mixing. C!licza has been well 
received at European food fairs, and retail sales 
are scheduled to begin in early 2009. 

Swaziland 
is Listening 
UNICEF has launched its first children's 
radio programme in Swaziland, accord
ing to the UN's Integrated Regional 
Information Networks (lRIN). 

Ses'khOllO (which means "a group 
of people determined to be heard" in 
the SiSwati language), is broadcast by 
a team of four feature presenters, two 
producers and two technical directors, 
all children between the ages of '12 and 
14. The show is aired on a government 
radio station and discusses children's 
issues like friendship, teenage sex, 
HIV / MDS, peer pressure, bullying and 
education. 

Up to 90 percent of Swaz.iland's 
population are regular radio listeners, 
and 200,000 children were expected to 
be listening to Ses'khona, when it was 
launched in February. 

v.7. i.3 


