
Hig h Hopes for 
Sri Lankan Tourism 
With 25 years of fighting between the Sri 
Lankan army and the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam ending, Sri Lanka is moving 
quickly to revive a flagging tourism industry. 
Sri Lankan authorities have unveiled a plan 
for tourism expansion in the north and east, 
former centres of rebel activity. The plan 
includes a new resort with a marina on the 
islands of Kalpitiya, scheduled to open by 
2011. The previous slogan, "Sri Lanka, a land 
like no other," is being repJaced with, "Sri 
Lanka, small miracle." 

Backpackers arc returning to some areas, 
spurred on by cautiously optimistic reports 
in guidebooks like Lonely Planet. Britain, 
Canada and the United States currently 
advise against all travel in the north of Sri 
Lanka and all non-essential travel in the east. 

Floating Toilets 
for Cambodia 
New floating toilets could help prevent thou
sands of deaths in Cambodia caused by water
borne disease. 

Water plays a central role in the lives of 
Cambodians who live in floating villages on 
the Mekong River and Tonie Sap Lake, accord
ing to Lien Aid, a Singapore-based NCO. But 
the same water used for drinking and cooking 
is also contaminated by human waste, spread
ing waterborne disease which accounts for 74 
percent of deaths in Cambodia. 

Lien Aid's River of Life project is develop
ing toilets mounted on floating platforms that 
prevent waste' from entering the water. These 
communities have not traditionally used 
latrines because they are considered unclean. 

Cost is a challenge. The government 
estimates that one third of Cambodians earn 

less than US $0.50 a day. To keep costs down, 
Lien Aid hopes to promote the lise of local 
m<lnufacturers and local materials. 

Back to 350 
If you're talking abollt the state of the planet 
and what people are doing about it, the num
ber 350 says a lot. According to many scien
tists, 350 parts per million (ppm) is the safe 
upper limit for the amount of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere, a limit which we've already 
exceeded by about 40 ppm. 

350 is also the name of a grOllp that's 
organizing a series of events around the world, 
culminating in an Intl'rnational Day of Climate 
Action on October 24th. People studying and 
volunteering abroad have been recruited to 
help with the events and 350 has published a 
guide (350.orgl studyabroad) with tips on how 
to work with locals in other countries. 

DNA Map Used to 
Track Elephant Poachers 
On the border of Tanzania and Mozambique 
arc the Seluus and Niassa game reserves, 
whl'fe there are high concentrations of 
buffalo, hippos, wildebeest, zebra ... and, 
as it turns out, elephant poachers. 

Scientists have pinpointed this region 
as a hotbed of elephant poaching using a 
new genetic technique that enables them 
to determine where a shipment of seized 
ivory originated. DNA samples taken from 
the seized tusks llre compared against a 
genetic map of Africa's elephant popula
tions, constructed by mapping DNA sam
ples collected from elephant dung through
out the continent. 

8 ; verge fall 2009 

The technique indicates that a small 
number of large syndicates control the 
illegal ivory trade. They target one area at a 
time and devastate its elephant population 
before moving on. Knowing what area is 
being targeted by poachers will help anti
poaching organiLations deteJ'mine where to 
c.oncentrate their efforts. 

According to th Guardiall, ivory prices 
have increased over the last five years from 
US $200 to $6,000 per kilogram. Due to the 
continuing global demand for ivory, the 
trade is increasing, despite a 1989 UN ban 
on ivory trading. 
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